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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1262 

1970 

Area  in  Acres 

128,608 

128,608 

128,608 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated 
Mid-Year  Population 

18,100 

18,210 

18,400 

Number  of  Dwellings 

6,365 

6,561 

6,666 

Rateable  Value 
(As  at  1st  April) 

£545,749 

£578,189 

£604,453 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£2,240 

£2,320 

£2,460 

VITAL  STATISTICS  1970 

Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
compared  with  other  areas# 

(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  population) 


Birth  Rate 

Death 

■ Rate 

Dorchester  Rural  District 

15.9 

(17.0) 

9.6 

(9.8) 

England  and  Wales 

16.0 

(16.3) 

11*7 

(11.9) 

Dorset 

16.1 

(l6#8) 

id.7 

(10.7) 

Dorchester  Borough 

12#5 

(14.4) 

10.5 

(9.2) 

The  figures 

in  brackets 

are  those 

for  1969# 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  rates,  area  comparability 
factors  are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  to  "correct** 
irregularities  in  the  ag3  and  sex  structure  of  the 
population,  and  also  to  take  into  account  any  high 
mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential  institutions# 


4. 


ADDITIONAL  SUMMER  POPULATION 


In  a Rural  District  with  a seaboard,  the  effect  of  holiday 
population  becomes  important  to  many  public  services#  Water  supplies, 
sewage  works  and  refuse  collection  services  are  fully  extended#  Food 
shops  and  public  houses  have  greatly  increased  sales,  swimming  pools 
are  taking  full  loads,  and  public  conveniences  and  lay  bys  become 
repositories  for  all  manner  of  waste. 

Most  townspeople  now  have  access  to  a vehicle  either  by  owning 
or  hiring  a car  or  even  borrowing  a delivery  van#  This  is  changing 
the  use  of  a rural  area  in  the  summer#  Coastal  towns  with  boarding 
houses  no  longer  monopolise  the  holidaymaker  who  now  finds  caravaning, 
tenting  and  bed  and  breakfasting  more  to  his  liking#  Some  families 
spend  many  hundreds  of  pounds  on  equipment  and  there  are  many  touring 
caravans  on  our  roads  in  summer,  car  and  caravan  having  cost  £5 #000 
or  more#  In  1970  an  attempt  was  made  to  calculate  the  additional 
summer  population  at  the  height  of  the  season  for  the  two  Rural 
Districts  with  a coastline,  for  which  I am  responsible#  An  estimation 
is  as  follows: 

No.  of  Persons 


Bridport  R#D. 

Dorchester  R.D 

Holiday  Camp 

Nil 

1,000 

Static  Holiday  Caravans 
(4  persons  per  caravan) 

5,360 

4,600 

Transit  Caravans 

(5r  persons  per  caravan) 

1,730 

1,350 

Bed  and  Breakfast  and 

Summer  Lettings 

1,200 

1,540 

Tents 

(4  persons  per  tent) 

4,280 

4,960 

School  Camping  Parties,  Scouts,  etc. 

600 

350 

Estimated  Additional  Summer  Population 

13,170 

13,800 

Registrar  General’s  Md  Year 

Resident  Population 

8,490 

18,400 

5. 


BIRTHS  AND  INFAHTILB  DEATHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Live  Births 

110  125 

9 6 

248 

still  Births 

1 3 

1 

5 

Deaths  under  1 year 

2 1 

1 

4 

Deaths  under  4 vreeks 

2 1 

1 

4 

Deaths  under  1 week 

1 

1 

2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths 
among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  registered 
live  births o There  were  4 infantile  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  and  248  births  in  the  area* 

The  National  Rate  was  18  deaths  among  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  Dorset  Rate  was 
13  deaths*  Our  figure  is  too  small  to  work  out  an  accurate 
comparative  rate  but  the  approximate  figure  compares  fairly 
well  with  the  County  Infantile  Mortality  Rate* 


CONTROL  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE 

(a)  Diseases  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  offered 

Dinhtheria*  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis: 

No  notification  of  these  diseases  were  received  during 
1970.  This  satisfactory  position  is  due  entirely  to 
the  national  immunisation  schemes*  A few  cases  continue 
to  occur  in  England  and  Wales  so  that  it  is  vital  to 
continue  with  this  work* 


(a)  Diseases  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  offered; 

(continued) 

Tetanus; 

This  disease  became  notifiable  in  1969*  No  notifications  have 
been  received  so  far.  This  is  partly  due  to  a national 
immunisation  compaign  against  the  disease,  also  because 
infection  by  the  tetanus  spore  is  a rare  though  none  the  less 
serious  event.  Theoretically  the  tetanus  spore  is  everywhere 
outdoors,  and  gains  access  to  the  body  through  a skin  wound* 
The  spore  prefers  to  live  without  oxygen  so  that  a deep 
puncture  wound  is  more  likely  to  encourage  growth  of  the 
organism  rather  than  a graze.  Barbed  wire,  lacerations  from 
mechanical  equipment  in  the  field,  motor  cycle  accidents  etc. 
are  typical  events  prejudicing  an  in'^^ction. 

To  become  immune  adults  and  children  need  three  doses  of 
tetanus  toxoid  at  the  prescribed  intervals,  followed  by  a 
boosting  injection  every  five  years.  Persons  who  received 
injections  in  the  armed  services  many  years  ago  believe  that 
they  are  still  immune  now,  others  who  after  a cut  received 
anti-tetanus  serum  think  that  they  are  permanently  immune. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  case. 

Measles; 

Thirty  nine  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  previous  years  many  hundreds  of  cases  have  been  notified. 
This  improvement  is  due  to  Measles  vaccination  and  it  is 
interesting  that  I am  now  frequently  asked  for  advice  on 
Measles  prevention  either  in  a family  or  connected  with 
a place  of  work. 

In  the  case  of  the  former,  a young  baby  is  usually  involved, 
in  the  case  of  the  latter,  employers  are  anxious  to  avoid  the 
nuisance  value  of  the  disease  in  time  lost  from  work.  The 
vaccine  can  be  used  preventively  if  given  soon  enough  after 
exposure. 
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Vaccination  and. Immunisation  Statistics  1970 
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{ a)  Diseases,  ap 
(Continued) . 


G-erman  Measles* 

Tliis  disease  is  not  notifiable  and  its  effect  on  the 
average  patient  is  mild.  The  danger  lies  in  tho  effect ^ 
wliich  the  exposure  to  the  vims  has  on  the  foetus  especially 
during  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy.  If  pregnant 
women  know  they  have  been  contacts  of  a case  up  to  the 
sixteenth  week  of  pregnancy,  it  is  advisable  for  them  to 
consult  their  doctors*  It  is  now  possible  to  find  by 
serological  means  whether  they  are  immune.  If  they  are 
not  immune  further  serology  in  four  weeks  may  show  an 
increase  in  antibody  concentration  demonstrating  that  an 
infection  has  taken  place.  Consideration  may  then  be  given 
to  terminating  the  pregnancy. 

We  hope  that  this  "stop  gap"  procedure  will  complement 
and  possibly  yield  to  a national  vaccination  campaign 
against  the  disease  wliich  commenced  during  the  year. 
Vaccination  against  Cerman  Measles  vdll  be  offered  in 
Dorset  to  girls  in  their  fourteenth  year,  through  the 
County  Council  scheme. The  vaccine  is  also  available 
to  family  doctors  and  there  is  no  reason  V7hy  older  girls 
should  not  have  it,  except  that  they  must  be  absolutely 
sure  that  they  are  not  pregnant  at  the  time  of  receiving 
the  vaccine  nor  liable  to  conceive  for  two  months  after- 
wards « 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

In  1970  responsibility  for  the  follow  up  of  local  contacts 
from  this  disease  vfas  accepted  by  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment. Health  Visitors  trace  contacts  and  give  advice.  It 
is  also  necessary  to  decide  upon  procedure,  arrange  chest 
X-rays  and  possibly  to  B.C.G.  vaccinate  young  children. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  in  one 
instance  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  arrange  a mass  radio- 
graphy session  at  a place  of  work.  Pub3.ic  co-operation 
and  understanding  is  usually  very  good. 


9^ 


("b)  Infections  against  which  routine  immixnisation  is  not 
off eredg 

One  case  only  was  notified  and  confirmed  bacteriologically 
in  a person  who  had  returned  ill  after  a holiday  in  North 
Africa® 

Infective  Jaundices 

Two  cases  were  natified®  Each  was  thought  to  be  due 
to  the  Infectious  Hepatitis  virus®  In  each  case  there 
was  no  known  contact  with  a patient®  The  virus  is 
usually  present  in  a patient’s  stool  so  that  a history 
of  using  a communal  toilets,  or  working  in  an  institution 
where  patients  are  incontinent  is  frequently  obtained. 

Thi.s  was  so  in  these  two  cases® 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  three  cases  of  scabies  were  also 
notified. 

A ’^Missed*^  Outbrealc  of  Food  Poisoningo 

A week  or  so  after  the  events,  I was  informed  of  an  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning  which  had  occurred  in  September  at  an  hotel 
outside  the  district®  About  90  persons  were  affected  and  most 
of  these  cases  were  thought  to  have  obtained  their  symptoms  from 
eating  chickens  (from  a single  supplier)  which  had  been  cooked 
twice.  The  interesting  part  of  the  story 3 from  our  viewpoint,  is 
that  the  other  half  of  this  consignment  of  chickens  was  delivered 
in  the  same  lorry  to  an  hotel  in  this  districts,  but  no  illness 
ensued.  Why? 

I was  interested  to  know  the  answer  toOs>  and  asked  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  (M<.JoD.)  responsible  for  that  sector  of  our 
district.  As  he  had  no  previous  ioiowledge  of  the  food  poisoning, 

I expected  that  he  would  need  to  telephone  the  catering  manager, 
to  enquire  about  food  preparatioup  but  this  was  unnecessary.  This 
kitchen  is  trained  to  regard  uncooked  sausages  and  chickens  as 
potentially  infected  material.  Handling  is  restricted  to  one 
member  of  the  staf"^  only,  who  has  instructions  to  cook  the  meat 
once  only  and  cool  rapidly  afterwards  soon  after  arrival. 

Chickens  are  disjointed  before  being  cooked.  One  food  handler 
means  o^e  person  only  exposed  to  infection.  Cooking  once  only 
and  cooling  rapidly  prevents  toxins  and  cultures  of  bacteria 

lOo 


A '^Missed**  Outbrej 


Poisoningo  (continued) 


formingo  Disjointing  enables  carcases  to  be  cooked  and  cooled  more 
efficiently. 


I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  a good  ’’Miss"© 


JOINT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  APPOINTMENT 

Commencing  in  November  19^9  the  Dorchester  and  West  Dorset 
County  Districts  agreed  to  combine  with  the  Dorset  County  Gounci3- 
to  form  a joint  medical  officer  appointment©  I have  now  had  the 
opportunity  to  work  this  area  for  one  year© 

I have  to  confess  that  when  the  appointment  was  constituted 
Local  Government  revision  was  much  talked  about,  and  I felt  that 
this  type  of  appointment  would  cease  within  three  or  four  years. 

The  work,  of  course,  would  go  on£>  but  it  is  unlikely  that  one 
doctor  would  be  responsible  for  the  diverse  functions  of  the 
present  M.OoH©  appointment.  It  is  more  likely  that  some  of  these 
functions  will  be  abi^orbed  by  other  medical  practitioners,  or 
appointments  will  oe  created  to  cover  one  function  over  a wider 
area. 

The  new  joint  appointment  works  well  stnd  Uses  a medical  officer 
for  medical  decisions  and  advice^  rather  than  administrative  ones* 

It  leaves  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  more  firmly  in  charge  of 
day  to  day  functions  in  the  Health  Departments  which  makes  for 
better  working  relationships  at  all  levels.  Daily  appointments 
are  made  by  my  clerk,  if  necessary,  in  my  absence,  and  Council 
staff  know  that  they  have  only  to  telephone  to  book  my  time. 

The  total  resident  population  of  the  joint  area  is  58,000  but- 
when  peak  working  is  experienced  between  mid  June  to  mid  August  I 
am  sure  this  number  must  rise  to  90,000  or  more©  This  summer 
population  movement  brings  its  own  problems.  The  warm  weather 
increases  the  risk  of  intestinal  infections  and  one  quickly  becomes 
involved  in  investigations  and  complaints  with  London  and  the 
Midlands. 

As  far  as  routine  work  is  concerned,  I am  able  to  get  to  most 
Health  Committees,  none  of  which  conflict.  The  Joint  Public  Health 
staffing  arrangements  in  Bridport  M.B.  and  R.D.G.  are  very  helpful 
and  time  saving  to  me. 


11. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY o 


Specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  dealt  with 
at  the  Dorchester  Public  Health  Laboratory  under  the  director- 
ship of  Doctor  Go Ho  TeOo  This  laboratory  gives  us  an  excellent 
•‘on  the  spot”  service « 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY, 

Our  waiting  list  for  elderly  persons’  accommodation 
on  51st  December,  1970,  comprised  218  applicants,  of  which 
60  lived  outside  the  district o Six  bungalows  without  warden 
service  were  completed  at  Dewlish  and  some  lettings  took 
place  for  bungalows  at  Maiden  Newtono  Eventually,  the  scheme 
in  this  village  will  make  warden  service  available  to  a 
potential  of  17  bungalows  and  flats.  By  the  end  of  the 
year,  warden  service  was  available  to  160  dwellings  in  the 
Council’s  area,  greatly  easing  pressure  on  Part  III  County 
Council  homes,  and  at  the  same  time  allowing  the  elderly  to 
live  in  independant  style o Many  elderly  tenants  I have 
interviewed  before  their  tenancy  was  granted,  and  occasion- 
ally I have  called  upon  women  whose  names  had  been  /riven  to 
me  as  potential  wardens o 

Sometimes  one  meets  old  people  for  whom  Co\incil  accom- 
modation, even  with  a warden,  is  not  the  next  correct  move. 

Some  live  in  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions,  but  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  all,  either  of  their  own  wish,  or  after 
persuasion,  have  agreed  to  transfer  to  the  correct  sort  of 
care,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  ask  for  a Magistrate’s 
Order  for  their  removal  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amend- 
ment) Act  provisions. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  trends  of  death  locally  and  nationally  are  similar* 
Cigarette  smoking  is  associated  with  such  illnesses  as 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease,  Lung  Cancer  and  Bronchitis.  The 
remedy  to  some  of  this  early  disease  is,  to  an  extent,  in 
our  own  hands.  Few  persons  cannot  by  now  have  heard  of  the 
dangers  of  smoking  but  they  do  little  about  it. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (continued) 

Is  this  an  indictment  of  early  educational  measures?  It  is 
generally  believed  that  children  start  smoking  at  twelve  to  thirteen 
years o Do  they  become  addicted  to  nicotine  before  their  minds  are 
sufficiently  developed  to  weigh  the  consequences?  One  of  the  best 
methods  of  teaching  is  to  set  an  exampleo  This  has  far  better  and 
longer  lasting  effects  than  formal  lectures s,  films  and  other  mass 
media « Smokers  p therefore ^ are  not  only  killing  themselves ^ they 
are  setting  an  example  of  a bad  habit  to  the  young  which  perpetuates 
itself  through  generations o 


Code 

B4 

B6(l) 

B18 

B19(2) 

B19(3) 

B19(4) 

B19(5) 

319(6) 

B19(7) 

B19(9) 

B19(l0) 

B19(ll) 

B21 

B46(i) 

B23 

B46(3) 

B46(4) 

B46(5) 

B26 

B27 

B28 


Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoea!  Diseases 
Late  Effects  of  Respirator^/'  ToBo 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm.^  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasmp  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm p Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,p  Larynx 
Malignant  Neoplasm^  Lungp  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm p Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasmp  Prostate 
Leukaem"’  a 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Meliitus 
Other  Endocrine  etCo  Diseases 
Anaemias 


Mental  Disorders 
Multiple  Sclerosis 
Other  'diseases  Nervous  System 
Chronic  Rheomatic  Heart  Disease 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemi,c  Heart  Disease 


Male  Female 


2 1 

1 
1 

1 1 

1 

3 2 

1 oaD 

11  3 

6 


2 

2 

5 


2 

3 

3 

5 

30 


1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

2 

1 

3 

21 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (continued) 


Code 

B29 

B3O 

B46(6) 

B31 

B32 

B35(l) 

B46(7) 

B54 

B46(8) 

B38 

B46(9) 

B46(io) 

B46(ii) 

B42 

B43 

B44 

B45 

BE47 

BB48 

BE49 


Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  Diseases s,  Genito-Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Skin^  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

Diseases  of  Musculo°»Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anom8.1ies 

Birth  Injury 9 Difficult  Labour ^ etc* 

Othei  Ganses  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoxas  of  Ill-“Defined  Condi tions-H 

Meter  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents* 

Suicide  and  Self --Inf  lie  ted  Injuries 


Male  Female 
1 10 

18  22 


4 

7 

19 

7 

1 

2 


4 

2 

22 

3 

1 

1 


2 


3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  I4O  149 

— ccxaPiMiiiBiii  mrnmmmmonmemmammmmammmmaemtm 


+ This  category  includes  cases  for  which  no  specific 
diagnosis  can  be  made  even  after  investigationy 
symptoms  of  undetermined  cause y and  for  example y 
provisional  symptomatic  diagnoses  in  patient,,  who 
failed  to  return  for  further  investiga-Gion  or 
medical  care® 

* Accidents  not  due  to  motor  vehicles 9 poisoning, 
firej  etc® 
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DORCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL <, 


AI'mUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORo 


FOR  THE  YEAR 
I97O0 


Certain  of  the  statistical  and  other  information 
in  this  report  is  required  by  various  ILLnistries 
and  is  prepared  in  the  form  specified  by  themo 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  water  midertaklng  responsible  for  public  supplies  in  this 
Council ’’s  area  is  the  Dorset  Water  Boardo  During  the  year  the  Board 
has  laid  a 6 inch  main  from  the  top  of  Osmington  Hill  eastwards  as  far 
as  the  commeneement  of  the  Ringstead  Road 9 and  a Southerly  connection 
from  the  North  Down  reservoir  has  been  connected  into  the  system  at 
Warmwell  Cross^  thereby  supplementing  the  4 inch  supply  from  Broadmayneo 
Thus  the  Ringstead  area  is  now  being  fed  from  the  Osmington  endj,  and 
improved,  pressures  are  resulting  at  Warmwell  Cross 9 Ri.ngstead  and 
OsmingtoHo  The  benefit  might  also  conceivably  be  felt  as  far  away  as 
Crossways s,  an  area  in  which 9 during  recent  years ^ water  has  had  to  be 
used  with  care  during  periods  of  heavy  demando 


A new  larger  diameter  main  has  been  laid  in  the  Stratton  by-’pass 
and  should  improve  supplies  in  the  Stratton  area  East  of  the  railwayo 


Supplies  from  the  public  mains  have  continued  to  be  sufficient 
throughout  the  year  except  in  Coryatesc,  Portesham  where  shortage  was 
again  experienced  during  mi.,d-=summero  V/ater  Board  Engineers  provided 
a temporary  booster  to  the  supply  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  a permanent 
improvement  needs  to  be  effect edo  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Council  received  a request  from  the  Dorset  Water  Board  for  information 
v/hich  would  assist  them  in  preparing  their  next  three  year  programme, 
and  in  this  comiection  it  was  reported  to  the  Council  that  on  the  grounds 
of  both  quality  and  quantity  private  supplies  at  Plushy  Ghilfrome  and 
Ilsington  Puddletown,  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible  with  a mains 
supply^)  and  the  mains  supply  to  Coryates  needs  to  be  urgently  improvedo 


A total  of  119  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  yearo  A very  small  number  showed  a minimal  bacterial  count, 
in  each  case  of  which  subsequent  sampling  gave  satisfactory  result So 
All  of  the  public  supplies  are  chlorinatedo  There  is  cause  for 
satisfaction  that  in  general  the  bacterial  quality  of  the  public  supplies 
of  the  area  remains  higho 

No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from  public  supplies 
during  the  yearo 


Fluoridation  of  V/ater  Supplies 


It  has  been  established  that  fluoride  does  not  exist  naturally  in 
the  ground  water  used  in  the  Council's  district » There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  County  Council'' s former  decision  not  to  support  the 
addition  of  fluoride  to  the  water  supplies  in  this  area* 

Plumb Q Solvency 

Investigations  have  shoi-m  that  all  of  the  main  supplies  used  within 
the  Council’s  area  are  so  marginally  plumbo-solvent  that  water  dravm 
from  those  premises  with  lead  service  pipes  is  unlikely  to  be  a health 
hazard* 

Properties  Sunnlied 

The  number  of  dwellings,  population  and  properties  in  jarish  order 
supplied  from  the  public  mains  are  shorn  on  the  following  tables 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 
(l96l  Census) 

Noo  of  Dwellings 

(incl*  Moveable 

dwelling-s) 

Properties 

supplied 
from  public 

mains 

Abbot sbury 

470 

185 

157 

Alton  Pancras 

122 

42 

36 

Athelhampton 

48 

14 

13 

Bincombe 

100 

39 

31 

Bradford  Peverell 

301 

124 

81 

Broadmayne 

598 

330 

316 

Buckland  Newton 

470 

188 

130 

Burleston 

39 

9 

9 

Cattistock 

504 

161 

113 

Geme  Abbas 

513 

207 

191 

Charminster 

2,134 

536 

493 

Cheselbourne 

206 

88 

38 

Chickerell 

2,299 

1,089 

940 

Chilf rome 

60 

18 

7 

Dewlish 

220 

86 

53 

Fleet 

100 

42 

17 
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Parish 

oacyjiMaCTfsaiacEriaatJ^ 

Estimated 
Population 
(l96l  Census) 

Noo  of  DwellinfiTs 

(inclo  Moveable 

dwellin^rs) 

Properties 

supplied 
from  public 

mains 

Frajnpton 

367 

135 

100 

Prome  Sto  Quint in 

129 

49 

35 

Prome  Yauchurch 

143 

61 

62 

Go dman  stone 

121 

49 

49 

Langton  Herring 

149 

55 

54 

Long  Bredy 

208 

72 

26 

Maiden  Newton 

680 

265 

236 

Meicombe  Horsey"* 

174 

51 

26 

Mint erne  Magna 

217 

74 

27 

Nether  Cerne 

33 

14 

14 

Osmington 

539 

198 

151 

Owermoigne 

599 

329 

305 

Piddlehlnton 

616 

96 

86 

Pi  ddl  e t r ent  hi  d e 

540 

198 

159 

Porte sham 

412 

193 

154 

Poxwell 

54 

18 

16 

Puddle  town. 

795 

375 

314 

Stinsf  ord 

329 

108 

36 

Stratton 

273 

107 

98 

Sydling  Sto  Nicholas 

338 

130 

126 

Tincleton 

176 

45 

38 

Toller  Porcorum 

225 

89 

47 

Tolpuddle 

203 

105 

78 

Warmwell 

210 

74 

37 

Water combe 

23 

9 

9 

West  Knighton 

423 

140 

101 

18 » 


Parish 


Estimated 

PoDulation 
( lQ6l  Census) 


Nn.  of  Dwellinga  Properties 

(incl»  Moveable  supplied 
dwellings) ' from  public. 

mains 


West  Stafford 
Whit combe 

V/interboume  Abbas 
Winterborne  Came 
Winterborne  Herringston 
Winterborne  Monkton 
Winterborne  Sto  Martin 
Winterborne  Steepleton 
Woodsford 


157 

79 

50 

12 

145 

57 

67 

22 

54 

11 

128 

50 

510 

186 

171 

60 

181 

80 

76 

11 

48 

22 

11 

10 

118 

57 

80 


Accurate  figures  are  not  available  for  those  properties  which  are 
supplied  by  means  of  standpipes*. 

Private  Supplies 

These  are  very  numerous  and  vary  from  those  supplying  villages  and 
large  communities  to  wells  and  springs  supplying  individual  houses. 

Four  private  undertakings  supplying  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Martinstown^ 
Portesham,  Winterborne  Came  and  Winterborne  Herringston  obtain  their 
supplies  from  the  Dorset  Water  Board. 

Quantity 

Private  supplies  have  generally  given  little  trouble  as  regards 
sufficiency,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Plush,  Ghilfrome  and 
Ilsington,  Puddletown.  Considerable  concern  has  been  expressed  at 
Plush  arising  from  brief  periods  of  complete  breakdown  in  the  supply 
during  the  dry  months  of  the  year.  Ways  and  means  of  providing  a 
mains  supply  throughout  the  village  are  being  investigated  jointly 
by  the  Water  Board,  this  Council,  and  the  local  residents. 

Quality 

The  major  private  supplies  to  the  villages  of  Cheselbourne , 

Compton  Valence,  Little  Bredy,  Minteme  Magna,  Winterborne  Monkton 
and  Plush  have  shown  no  cause  for  concern  apart  from  the  last  mentioned 
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which,  in  addition  to  being  periodically  insufficient , has  also  been 
shown  by  sampling  to  be  baoterio logically  unreliable*  A complete 
investigation  of  the  supplies  to  Plush  was  carried  out  in  the  Middle 
of  the  year,  and  a report  submitted  to  the  Coimcilo 


As  a result  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  improvements  were 
required  to  be  carried  out  to  the  installations  on  the  supply  to 
Morngate  Caravan  Park,  Winterborne  Steepleton,  after  which 
subsequent  samples  proved  to  be  satisf actory*  A hitherto  unused 
supply  at  Long  Bredy  has  been  investigated  and  found  to  be  suitable 
for  domestic  use,  and  two  unsatisfactory  supplies  are  being  invest- 
igated* The  supply  serving  several  dwellings  at  Up-Sydling  has 
been  thoroughly  investigated  and  shorn  to  be  unsuitable  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  the  owners  now  propose  to  connect  to  a main 
supply o 

A total  of  210  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  73  supplies  and  of  these  78 
failed  to  satisfy  the  recommended  standard*  In  these  latter 
cases  causes  of  pollution  have  been  investigated  and  advice 
given  with  a view  to  securing  improvements*  Nine  informal  notices 
were  served,  six  of  which  have  so  far  been  complied  with* 


A total  of  476  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in 
respect  of  v^ater  supplies  during  the  year* 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

In  May  of  this  year  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Osmington  Village 
was  started  and  was  approaching  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year* 
Progress  with  the  Osmington  Mills  sewerage  scheme  has  been  disappoint- 
ingly slow  because  of  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  the 
acquisition  of  suitable  land  needed  for  the  pumping  station  and 
sewage  disposal  works,  and  in  spite  of  protracted  negotiations, 
the  matter  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  resolved*  The  Maiden 
Newton  sewage  disposax  works  extetision  scheme  prepared  by  the 
Council *^3  Surveyor  and  Engineer  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
and  approved,  and  work  will  start  early  in  the  new  vear*  The 
Crossways,  Owermoigne  sewerage  scheme  also  prepared  by  the  Council  s 
Surveyor  and  Engineer  was  submitted  to  the  Minisxr^  — e 1969 
and  work  commenced  in  November  of  this  year*  An  extension  of  the 
Broadmayne  sewage  disposal  works  has  become  necessary,  and  because 
of  this  it  was  thought  expedient  to  bring  forward  sewerage  proposals 
for  West  Knighton  so  that  these  could  be  combined  with  the  Broad- 
mayne  extension  to  form  a unified  scheme,  the  preparation  of  which 
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is  now  in  hando  In  view  of  the  urgent  need  for  Council  Houses  in  Toller 


Porcorunis  the  sewerage  scheme  for 


that 


v: 


lag8g  originally  in  the  197l/ 


1972  programme 9 was  brought  forward  and  the  preparation  of  the  scheme  by 
the  Council”  s Surveyor  and  Engineer  is  well  under  way«  Tvj’O  alternative 
schemes  for  the  sewering  of  the  Piddle  Valley  are  receiving  the  Council*  s 
consideration o The  provision  of  additional  pumping  capacity  for  dealing 
V7ith  storm  water  infiltration  at  Sydling  St  a Nicholas  has  been  planned  to 
start  in  the  new  yearo  A scheme  for  the  sewering  of  V/interbourne  Abbas 
is  under  preparation  by  the  Council'’ s Consulting  Engineerso 


At  the  very  end  of  the  year  the  circular  2/70  was  received  from  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  which^  with  effect  from  1st  April,  1971, 
will  alter  the  procedure  by  which  consent  is  to  be  given  to  local 
authorities  for  the  borrowing  of  money  for  capital  expenditure*  This 
alteration  in  procedure  will  undoubtedly  affect  the  Council* s sewerage 
pro gramme o 


A surcharging  of  the  sewer  in  a part  of  Chickerell  occurred  on  two 
occasions  after  heavy  summer  thunder storms*  The  Surveyor  and  Engineer 
acted  quickly  and  provided  a temporary  storm  water  relief  system  pending 
the  execution  of  permanent  works  to  be  carried  out  next  yeai-o 

The  recently  installed  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Stinsford  school 
appears  to  have  settled  down  satisfactorily  and  an  effluent  sample  taken 
during  the  year  showed  this  to  be  of  a very  good  standardo  Improvements 
have  been  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Council  to  the  sewage  disposal 
plant  at  Littlesea  Caravan  Site;  the  effect  of  these  will  become  apparent 
in  the  coming  season o 


23  complaints  concerning  matters  arising  from  drainage  have  been 
received  and  dealt  with  and  18  informal  notices  served » 12  of  which  have 
so  far  been  complied  with* 


PUBLIC  CONVEinSNCES 

During  the  year  a further  public  convenience  has  been  provided  by 
the  Council  at  Abbotsbury  Beacho  It  is  a pre’-fabricated  ’onit  similar  to 
the  one  which  has  been  giving  such  good  service  for  the  last  two  summer 
seasons  at  the  small  coastal  resort  of  Ringstead  Bay^  and  was  brought 
into  use  only  at  the  tail  end  of  the  season*  Its  degree  of  use,  there- 
fore, cannot  yet  be  fully  assessed* 


This  brings  the  total  of  public  conveniences  operated  by  the  Council 
to  seven,  the  others  being  at  Oerne  Abbas;,  Abbotsbury  village,  Osmington 
Mills,  Ringstead  and  two  cn  the  A35  two  miles  East  of  Dorchestero  Those 
at  Geme  Abbas  and  Abbotsbury  village  are  connected  to  the  village  sewer- 
age systems  and  the  others  are  provided  wi.th  septic  tank  drainage. 
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Vandalism  during  the  year  has  follov^ed  the  expected  pattern, 

being  far  greater  at  the  rather  isolated  and  more  heavily  used 
conveniences  of  the  A35  trunk  roado  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
those  in  the  attractive  villages  of  Gerne  Abbas  and  Abbotsbury  have 
been  virtually  free  from  wilful  damage® 

The  Department  from  time  to  time  receives  letters  of 
appreciation  from  the  public  concerning  the  provision  and  clean- 
liness of  these  conveniences,  particularly  those  used  by  travellers 
on  the  A35- 


PEST  CONTROL 

OHHaMMMMMMOMtMMMMnMMtMMaMMMaMMWI 

Rodent  Control 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949,  the  Council *s 
two  rodent  operatives  have  investigated  386  complaints®  They  have 
carried  out  routine  surveys  of  the  district  throughout  the  year,  and 
work  entailed  by  90  contracts 9 9 paid  single  courses  of  treatment 
and  the  annual  inspection  of  the  Council® s sev^erso  It  is  the 
Council® s policy  that  service  under  the  Act  should  be  free  of  charge 
when  carried  out  on  domestic  premises  and  chargeable  on  business 
premises  and  farms o Two  formal  and  four  informal  notices  have  been 
served,  all  of  which  have  been  complied  with® 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Alphachloralose,  which  hitherto 
had  proved  most  effective  in  the  treatment  of  mice,  began  to 
produce  disappointing  results,  even  at  very  low  temperatures,  and 
the  possible  causes  for  this  are  now  being  investigated  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  poison,  to  v^hom  the  matter  was  referred®  20fo 
DDT  tracking  dust  continues  to  be  useful  for  stubborn  infestations# 

A disquieting  manifestation  during  the  year*s  working  was  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  by  mice  in  both 
agricultural  and  non-agricultural  properties®  I understand  that 
this  increase  has  been  experienced  throughout  the  country. 
Infestations  by  rats  have  also  increased  in  number  compared  with 
previous  years,  although  not  to  the  same  degree.  There  has, 
however,  been  no  sign  of  Warfarin  resistance  in  rats  or  mice  in 
this  area. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  arising  from  absence  of  men  on 
the  refuse  collection  service  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  frequently  withdraw  the  workman  normally 
employed  on  refuse  tip  maintenance  for  duties  on  the  collection 
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roimdso  This  resulted  in  the  tip  unavoidably  receiving  insufficient  main- 
tenance over  a period  of  a few  weeks,  and  in  this  time  a rat  infestation 
became  quickly  established  and  reached  considerable  proportions.  It  was 
significant  that  contrary  to  normal  pattern,  no  complaints  concerning  rats 
were  received  at  this  time  from  surrounding  premises,  including  a resident- 
ial caravan  site  and  dwelling  houses.  The  effect  was  that  the  rat 
population  of  the  area,  being  more  concentrated  than  usual,  was  more 
easily  treated  and  eradicated.  Cut  of  evil  cometh  goodl 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives  is  summarised  below. 

Type  of  Property 


Properties  other  than  Sev^ers 


Non- 

A/?ri  cultural  Agricultural 


1. 
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Number  of  properties  in  district 

(a)  Total  No.  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notiiication 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

(aj  Total  No.  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notificationo 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


387 

317 

145 


394 

276 

110 


500 


40 

37 

17 


90 

339 

322 


A total  of  61  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  under  this 
heading  by  Public  health  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control  Pont racts 


In  observance  with  the  principle  that  rodent  control  is  best 
achieved  by  dealing  with  reservoirs  of  infestation  rather  than  by 
baiting  for  random  rats  and  mice,  attempts  have  continued  throughout 
the  year  to  build  up  tne  number  of  farm  contracts.  A further  increase 
has  occurred  this  year,  and  the  number  has  now  risen  from  74  to  90.  As 
in  previous  years,  much  of  the  credit  for  this  increase  is  due  to  the 
industry  and  enthusiasm  of  your  rodent  operatives.  The  income  from 
these  contracts  is  now  approximately  £1,040  for  the  year. 


Single  Courses  of  Treatment 


Nine  courses  of  treatment  were  carried  out  during  the  year  on  a 
cost  plus  basis  on  farms  and  business  premises p 

Particularly  heavy  infestations  of  rats  were  dealt  with  at  an 
egg  producing  premises,  and  at  two  piggeries  which  are  badly  managed 
as  part  time  enterprises o The  former  was  treated  with  the  complete 
co-operation  of  the  management,  and  a recurrence  of  this  situation 
has  been  prevented  by  a contract  for  treatment  being  arranged 
between  them  and  the  Council o In  one  of  the  latter  cases,  however, 
considerable  obstruction  was  experienced  and  only  after  the  service 
of  formal  notices  and  considerable  unpleasantness  was  the  matter 
satisfactorily  dealt  witho 

Sewers 

Bach  year  all  public  sewers  in  the  district  are  test  baited 
for  rat  infestation  and  treatments  are  carried  out  at  the  Council’s 
sewage  disposal  plants*.  All  of  the  sewerage  systems  were  found  to 
be  free  of  rats  with  the  exception  of  Portesham,  where  traces  of  one 
or  two  rats  only  were  found  and  dealt  with..  Infestations  were  found 
and  successfully  treated  at  several  of  the  sewage  disposal  works* 

Other  Pests 

During  the  year  two  business  premises  in  the  district  were 
cleared  of  cockroaches,  at  the  expense  of  the  occupiers,  and  eight 
caravans  on  a holiday  caravan  site  were  disinfested  of  bedbugs,  at 
the  expense  of  the  owner  of  the  vans* 

Treatments  have  been  carried  out  on  domestic  premises  for 
cluster  flies,  silverfish,  fleas,  cockroaches,  wasps,  bedbugs,  ants, 
and  other  pestso  Two  complaints  were  received  concerning  the 
invasion  of  the  roof  spaces  by  large  numbers  of  pipistrelle  bats. 
Although  not  normally  a health  problem  the  presence  of  these  bats 
had  such  a disturbing  effect  on  the  residents,  that  steps  were 
taken,  by  the  use  of  fumigating  candles,  to  persuade  the  bats  to 
seek  alternative  accommodationo 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  Council  runs  a weekly  ’’kerbside”  refuse  collection  service, 
which  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year,  though  at 
times  not  without  difficulties,  due  principally  to  the  lack  of  a stand- 
by vehicle. 

The  introduction  of  the  Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  Driving  Licence,  and  its 
application  to  drivers  of  refuse  vehicles,  has  no  doubt  rung  alarm  bells 
in  Cleansing  Departments  throughout  the  country.  The  need  for  the 
Council  to  prepare  its  own  drivers,  where  necessary,  for  this  very 
exacting  drxving  test  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  provision  will  be  made  for  the  instructing  and 
testing  of  two  relief  drivers. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Council’s  workmen  did  not  partake  in 
the  industrial  action  of  their  colleagues  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
which  so  disrupted  public  cleansing  services  elsewhere. 

I must  also  report  the  distinction  gained  by  Mr.  B.  Pox,  one  of  the 
Council's  Driver/Loaders,  who  was  granted  a Winston  Churchill  Fellowship, 
and  chose  to  visit  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada  to  study 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  methods  there. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  apparent  that  the  Council's 
oldest  vehicle,  a 1961  fore-and-aft  tipper,  was  rapidly  reaching  the  point 
where  its  replacement  should  be  considered,  and  after  demonstrations  by 
various  vehicles  su:  table  for  the  Council's  purpose,  a 70  cubic  yard 
compression  vehicle, capable  of  taking  bulky  items  of  refuse  in  addition 
to  a big  payload,  was  ordered  as  a replacement,  and  will  be  delivered 
next  year.  The  Council  has  authorised  the  retention  of  the  old  vehicle 
as  a stand-by.  This  has  proved  to  be  a most  useful  vehicle,  since 
although  lacking  the  carrying  capacity  of  later  continuous  loader 
compression  machines,  its  absence  of  sophisticated  compaction  mechanism 
puts 'very  little  restriction  on  the  size  of  article  which  can  be  loaded 
into  it. 

The  problem  of  bulky  items  of  refuse  now  being  found  dumped  in  ever 
increasing  numbers  round  the  countryside  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  in  no 
small  measure  not  only  to  the  present  day  short-life  manufacture  of 
consumer  articles,  but  also  to  the  design  of  continuous  loading  com- 
pression vehicles,  as  these  machines,  whilst  fulfilling  admirably  their 
function  of  counter-acting  the  ever  increasing  bulk  of  domestic  refuse  by 
more  efficient  compaction,  are  unable  to  take  in  large  discarded  items. 
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This  deficiency  has  now  been  recognised^  and  the  vehicles  now  being 
produced  are  more  versatile  in  that  they  have  the  virtues  of  the 
continuous  loader  compression  system,  but  are  also  able  to  cope  with 
much  larger  items  than  their  predecessors*.  Thus  when  these  new 
vehicles  become  more  widely  used  the  present  problem  may  be 
appreciably  reducedo  It  is  this  type  of  vehicle  xvhich  the  Council 
has  on  order® 

Route  Extensions 

The  collection  route  is  occasionally  being  extended,  as  new 
development  becomes  occupied,  or  means  of  access  to  more  isolated 
dwellings  are  improved,  and  during  the  year  eight  extensions 
involving  approximately  forty  six  dwellings  have  been  authorised 
by  the  Council® 

Back  Door  Collections 

The  Coimcil  operates  this  service  whenever  requested  in  the  case 
of  persons  who  are  infirm  or  over  the  age  of  65?  providing  there  is 
no  able  bodied  person  under  retirement  age  living  in  the  same  house. 
Supporting  evidence  in  the  case  of  infirmity  of  persons  under  65  is 
required,  in  the  form  of  a medical  certificate.  During  the  year  the 
service  has  been  extended  to  a further  nine  premises,  and  curtaile'^ 
from  one,  making  a total  of  538  premises  now  benefitting  from  it. 

Litter 

The  ever  growing  problem  of  litter  has  occupied  much  time  and 
attention  during  the  year,  and  again  many  special  cleansing  operations 
have  been  carried  out  to  remove  deposits  of  refuse  and  litter  from 
roadside  ditches,  verges,  beauty  spots  and  other  unauthorised  dumping 
grounds.  V/ith  a view  to  reducing  the  degree  of  dumping,  a scheme  was 
put  to,  and  adopted  by,  the  Council,  earlier  in  the  year./  for  a 
periodic  collection  of  bulky  items  of  refuse  as  a complementary 
service  to  the  normal  weekly  one.  The  assistance  of  Parish  Councils 
has  been  sought  to  obtain  the  use  of  suitably  sited  collection  points 
throughout  the  area,  to  vfhich  residents  can  take  their  bulky  items  of 
refuse  either  the  evening  before,  or  the  morning  of,  an  ar^nanged  date 
when  a vetiicle  and  crew  will  be  sent  along  to  clear  the  sites.  At 
least  two  weeks  notice  of  the  collection  date  is  given  to  Parish 
Councils,  residents  are  circularised,  and  the  Clerk  of  each  Council 
is  provided  with  notices  for  erection  at  suitable  points  throughout 
the  Parish.  Several  parishes  are  dealt  with  in  the  day’s  operatixm. 
The  response  to  the  scheme  has  been  very  gratifying,  and  large. amounts 
of  bulky  refuse  have  been  collected  and  disposed  of  in  this  manner® 
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Collection  is  made  from  62  litter  bins  erected  by  Dorset  County 
Council  on  classified  roads » for  which  a charge  is  made^  and  tliis 
Council  has  provided  etnd  maintained  59  litter  bins  on  unclassified 
roads  and  other  places  used  frequently  by  the  public,  and  in  the  villages. 
During  the  year  additional  bins  have  been  provided  at  Godmanstone, 

Cerne  Abbas  and  Frampton,  and  a fev7  defective  ones  have  been  replaced. 

Disposal 

During  the  year  the  refuse  tip  at  Cattistock,  which  has  been  used 
for  several  years,  became  filled,  as  did  the  smaller  tip  at  Bhompston 
Farm.  The  former  tip,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district,  has  been 
particularly  useful  in  saving  long  hauls,  and  it  is  very  regrettable 
that  I have  had  no  success  in  finding  a replacement.  A final  covering 

of  top  soil  was  carried  out  by  contractors  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 

the  Council  was  fortunate  indeed  in  having  soil  maf^e  available,  for  the 
cost  of  excavation  and  carting  only,  from  land  on  the  farm  on  which  the 
tip  is  situated.  This  permitted  the  tip  covering  to  be  done  at  very 
reasonable  cost  indeed.  Arrangements  vdll  be  made  for  the  Bhompston 
tip  to  be  covered  next  year,  after  adequate  settlement.  The  Council 
is  now  left  vhlth  the  central  tip  at  Warmwell  as  the  sole  disposal  point. 
Disposal  is  achieved  by  controlled  tipping  and  a Bristol  Loader, 
purchased  last  year,  has  proved  to  be  an  excellent  tool  and  has  given 
almost  entirely  trouble  free  service.  Refuse  from  a part  of  the  south- 
ern area  of  the  district  is  more  economically  disposed  of  at  the  Weymouth 

Corporation  tip,  by  arrangement  at  10s.  Od.  per  load.  Many  loads  of 
soil  and  hardcore  have  been  taken  into  tiie  Warmwell  tip  free  of  charge 
for  use  as  top  cover  and  road  making  respectively,  and  stockpiling  of 
these  materials  has  recently  been  possible. 

A total  of  535  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  refuse  collection,  disposal,  and  85  in  respect 
of  litter.  42  complaints  concerning  refuse  and  litter  have  been  dealt 
with,  and  7 informal  notices  have  been  served  and  complied  with  in 
respect  of  accumulations  of  refuse,  and  18  in  respect  of  the  provision 
of  dustbins. 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 

There  has  this  year  been  a drop  in  the  number  of  abandoned 
motor  vehicles  in  the  Council® s District p and  it  will  be  interest- 
ing to  see  whether  this  trend  continues » thereby  probably  indicating 
a greater  awareness  of  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Acto 

During  the  year  19  cars^  2 vanss»  and  1 motor  cycle  have  been 
removed  and  disposed  ofs,  and  in  3 cases  only  was  expense  incurred 
by  the  Council Removal  and  disposal  of  vehicles  for  which  the 
Council  is  responsible  is  done  by  a private  contractor  and  the  cost, 
whenever  possible^  is  recovered  from  the  owner,  if  knowno 

The  refuse  tips  are  left  open  all  day  and  every  day  so  as  to 
be  freely  accessible  at  all  times  to  the  residents  of  the  district. 
This  results  without  doubt  in  refuse  being  brought  in  by  a small 
number  of  people  who  are  not  entitled  to  use  the  tipj,  but  against 
this  is  to  be  reckoned  the  gratifying  use  whinh  is  made  of  these 
tipping  facilities  for  disposing  of  rubbish  which  may  otherwise 
have  found  itself  into  the  hedgeroxfs®  An  unexpected  bonus  is  a 
complete  cessation  of  forced  entries  into  the  structures  of  the 
tip  since  the  tip  gates  have  been  left  open. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  provisions  of  Section  23  of 
the  Act  to  carry  out  cleansing  operations  in  various  parts  of  the 
district 9 and  every  effort  has  been  made  within  the  Department's 
resources  to  keep  the  countryside  tidyo 

Several  requests  are  received  in  the  Department  for  assistance 
in  disposing  of  large  unwanted  i terns ? and  this  is  given  wherever 
possible.  78  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in 
connection  with  duties  under  the  Act  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year^  and  10  notices  have  been  served,  9 of  which  have 
so  far  been  complied  wit ho 


FOOD  PREMISES  MD  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  Hygiene  (Oeneral)  Regulations  1970 

The  following  premises  in  the  district  are  subject  to  the  above 
Regulations; 


TOTAL 

Fitted  to 
Comnly  with 

RejO-o  16-^ 

To  which 

Re^s:,  19+ 
ao'olies 

Fitted  to 
Comoly  with 

Reg.  19 

Manufacturers  & 
Processors 

3 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

V/holesale  Grocers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

raOLBSALS  PREMISES 

Jo 

10 

12 

Butchers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers,  Provision 
Merchants  & General 
Shops 

63 

63 

62 

62 

Soft  Icecream  Depots 

1 

1 

r 

1 

RETAIL  PREMISES 

H 

li 

12 

Jo 

Holiday  Camps 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 
& Guest  Houses 

60 

58 

58 

58 

School  Canteens 

22 

22 

22 

22  ' 

Cafes 

17 

16 

17 

17 

Canteens,  Snack  Bars 
& Kiosks 

11 

11 

9 

9 

Church  & Village  Halls, 
& other  Social  Clubs 

19 

13 

19 

14 

CATERING  PREMISES 

1^ 

120 

* Regulation  16  relates  to  the 

facilities,  and 

provision  of 

personal  washing 

Regulation  19  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  washing 
of  equipment  and  foodo 
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As  a retsult  of  the  efforts  of  the  Department  in  con- 
nection with  food  hygiene I am  very  pleased  to  report  a 
continued  improvement  in  standards  wi-th  regard  to  premises, 
vehicles  and  personnel®  Handling  methods  have  been  revised 
in  a number  of  instances,  with  particular  reference  to  meat 
products,  after  routine  inspections  and  enquiries  had  fre- 
quently revealed  that  meat  pies,  pasties  and  sausages  were 
being  stored  in  the  wrong  places,  at  the  wrong  temperature, 
and  for  periods  exceeding  the  shelf  life* 

Briefly^  pigs,  pasties  agd  sausage  rolls  should  be 
stored  at  45  »”50  F®  Below  40  F condensation  occurs,  and 
mould  results®  Sausages  should  be  stored  at  35  F-40  F® 

The  shelf  life  of  all  of  these  products  is  48  hours.  When 
a check  V7as  made  on  delivery  dates  it  became  obvious  that 
many  shops  were  selling  pies  and  sausages  on  a Monday  which 
had  been  delivered  the  previous  Thursday.  Traders  have  been 
urged  to  obtain  three  deliveries  of  pies  and  pasties  a week 
at  least,  and  to  keep  a buffer  stock  of  deep  frozen  sausages. 

It  was  also  discovered  that  some  traders  were  placing 
quantities  of  fresh  sausages  into  deep  freeze  conservators. 

It  j s essential  that  deeg  frozen  food  be  stored  at  a maximum 
temperature  of  0 F®  (rl8  C).  This  temperature  can  only  be 
held  in  a deep  freeze  corservator  if  it  is  used  solely  for 
ready  frozen  foods.  The  effect  of  introducing  a quantity  of 
unfrozen  sausages  into  one  of  these  cabinets  is  to  raise 
the  temperature  considerably,  thereby  risking  spoilage  of 
other  foodstuffs.  Freezers  .with  a fast  freeze  compartment 
are,  of  course,  a different  matter. 

Most  manufacturers  of  meat  products  produce  a code  of 
practice  for  handling  their  products,  detailing  storage 
methods  and  temperature,  shelf  life,  etc.  These,  however, 
do  not  seem  to  be  widely  distributed,  and,  therefore,  the 
Department  has  produced  its  oirm  modest  code  of  practice, 
giving  the  necessary  information,  and  this  has  been  very 
mdely  distributed  in  the  area. 

Consideration  of  the  problem  of  shelf  life  of  meat 
products  reveals  one  great  difficulty.  A 48  hour  shelf 
life  is  acceptable  only  if  tho  goods  are  factory  fresh  on 
delivery,  and  at  this  juncture  I must  refer  to  the  question 
of  date-coding  of  foodstuffs.  It  is  customary  for  food 
manufacturers  to  code  pies,  etc.  to  indicate  the  factory  and 
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date  of  production  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  indecipherable  to  the  re- 
tailer or  Gustomero  Considerable  pressure  is  being  exerted  on  manufact- 
urers to  date-code  foodstuffs  so  that  customers  can  ascertain  the  degree 
of  freshness  of  the  food®  Apart  from  the  obvious  advantages  to  the 
public j this  would  circumvent  both  authorised  and  unauthorised  ’’sale 
or  return”  schemes  whereby  van  salesmen  take  back  unsold  food  at  the 
next  delivery 5 with  the  consequent  risk  of  it  being  resold  for  human 
consumptiono 

Numerous  arguments  against  date-coding  are  advanced  by  the  industry 
perhaps  the  most  persuasive  being  the  losses  which  would  be  involved  in 
supermarkets  where  the  shopper  would  select  only  the  very  :^-*^eshest  ileiHe 
I feel,  however,  that  pressure  from,  the  consumer  protection  movement 
and  from  the  press  will  ultimately  secure  this  advance  in  food  marketing 

I should  like  nov7  to  refer  to  the  question  of  the  sale  of  unsound 
food^  The  position  with  regard  to  e.nforcement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  in  this  Rural  District  is  that  the  County  Council's  V/eights  and 
Measures  Inspectors  deal  with  matters  concerning  adulteration  of  food, 
constitution  of  foodstuffs,  labelling  etc«,  The  sale  or  exposure  for 
sale  of  food  which  is  intended  for^  but  unfit  for,  human  consumption 
is  dealt  with  by  this  Council® s Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  I am 
somewhat  concerned  at  the  small  number  of  complaints  made  by  the 
public  to  the  Department  in  these  respects o It  would  be  naive  to 
deduce  from,  this  that  little  or  no  unsound  food  is  sold  in  the  area*. 
Indeed,  enquiries  into  com.plaints  often  reveal  that  a previous  incident 
has  provoked  the  complainant  into  reporting  the  matter  on  this  occasion. 
It  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  people  do  not  know  where  to  lodge  a 
complaint  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  unsound  foodo  Whilst  not  wishing 
to  be  inundated  with  complaints  of  mouldy  pies  and  sour  sausages,  I 
am  sure  that  greater  co-operation  by  the  public  would  assist  enormously 
in  pin-pointing  weak  linlcs  in  the  chain  of  distribution  of  perishable 
foodstuff So 

303  visits  and  inspections  of  foods  were  made  during  the  year  and 
26  informal  notices  served,  as  a result  of  which  alterations  and 
improvements  have  been  secured  to  15  food  premiseso 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets.  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehdcles)  Regulations  1966 

Surveillance  has  been  maintained  of  the  mobile  shops  operating  in 
the  Council® s district  and  38  inspections  have  been  carried  out.  A 
notable  improvement  in  the  standard  of  the  vehicles  has  been  noted, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  only  4 cases  was  it  found  necessary 
to  serve  informal  notices o At  the  same  time  it  is  disturbing  to  know 


that  three  of  the  vehicles  concerned  were  owned  by  important  traders 
in  the  District  who  could  be  expected  to  set  a good  standard  in  these 
matterso  The  requirements  of  the  Department  were  quickly  met  and  it 
is  hoped  and  anticipated  that  the  improvements  to  these  vehicles  will 
now  be  maintained. 

A summary  of  the  contraventions  found  is  given  below: 


Regulation 

Contravention 

Number 

5 

Unclean  interior  of  vehicle 

4 

6 

Unclean  equipment 

4 

9 

Unclean  overalls 

2 

ri”ggrat  i on  fno1 

13 

No  name  and  address  on -chicle 

2 

15 

No  supply  of  clean  water 

3 

16  (l) 

No  wash-hand  basin 

3 

(2) 

No  adequate  supply  of  hot  water  to 

basin 

4 

(3) 

No  towel p soap  or  nail  brush 

3 

(4) 

Unclean  wash  basins 

4 

17 

No  first-aid  materials 

2 

18  (a) 

No  sink 

2 

(b) 

No  adequate  supply  of  hot  and  cold 

water 

2 

(c) 

Unclean  sink 

3 

(d) 

No  supply  of t detergents y clean  cloths 

etc.  to  sink 

2 

22 

No  receptacle  for  waste 

2 

A , 

58  visits  and  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  duties  under  these  regulations. 


32. 


Poultry  Processing  and  Poultry  Ins'oections 

A poultry  processing  establishment  commenced  operation  in  the 
Council® s district  in  the  yillage  of  Grimstone  in  May.  Statistical 


information  is  given  concerning  this  below; 

1.  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district  1 

2^  Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  38 

3«  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  84>443 

4«  Types  of  birds  processed;  Broilers  74>420 

Capons  8,244 

Hens  1,779 

5*  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  0.42?^ 

6*  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  I2-4  cwt. 


The  premises  occupied  by  this  establishment  were  not  purpose  built 
and  have  been  adapted  from  old  dairy  buildings.  The  conversion  has  been 
well  carried  out  and  the  proprietor  has  co-operated  closely  with  the 
Department  in  achieving  a good  constructional  and  operational  standard* 

A high  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  insisted  upon  and  maintained 
from  the  outset^  and  rinse  water  for  the  carcasses  is  constantly 
charged  with  chlorine  to  the  recommended  standard  of  5pp2io 

Most  of  the  birds  are  reared  by  the  owner  of  t he  premises  and  are 
culled  before  delivery  to  avoid  unnecessary  time  being  spent  on  the 
slaughter  of  poor  quality  poult ryo  Thi,s  is  reflected  in  the  small 
number  of  rejected  birds,  shown  aboveo 

The  introduction  of  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Regulations  in  1967 
(effective  as  from  1st  January,  1970)  has  presented  no  difficulties. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations)  1959 

All  milk  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food* 

Dairies,  other  than  farm  dairies,  are  registered  by  District 
Councils o There  are  two  in  this  areao 

Dealers  (Distributors)  are  also  registered  by  District  Councils* 
There  are  now  27  on  this  Council’s  register* 


Licenses  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milk  are  issued  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority^  which  for  this  area  is  the  Dorset  County 
Council e Sampling  is  also  done  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
and  the  results  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  con- 
sequently no  routine  milk  samples  are  taken  by  this  Department. 

Ice-cream  - Food  and  Drugs  Act^  1955  - Section  16 

Premises  registered: 

For  manufacture  Nil 

For  storage  and/or  sale  82 

Four  have  been  added  and  one  removed  from  this  register 
during  the  year. 

Nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken,  all  of  which  failed 
to  decolourise  methylene  blue  in  four  hours  and  were  Grade  1. 

Food  Condemnation 

The  surrender  has  been  accepted  during  the  year  of  8 cwt. 

13  Ibso  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  which  have  been  examined 
and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  or  unsaleable. 

Watercress 


Samples  had  been  taken  on  14  occasions  of  water  from  cress 
beds,  and  the  results  of  these,  together  with  routine  inspections 
of  the  beds,  have  indicated  that  a satisfactory  standard  is  being 
maintained  by  producers  in  the  area. 


34 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  districts,  one  private  and 
one  serving  Herrison  Hospital p at  both  of  which  lOOfo  meat  inspection 
has  been  maintained  during  the  yearo 

There  has  be^n  no  appreciable  variation  in  the  throughput  of 
the  slaughterhouses  or  in  the  pattern  of  meat  inspection  requirementso 
The  private  slaughterhouse  at  Chickerell  continues  to  require  from 
two  to  three  hours  of  an  Inspector's  time  daily,  mostly  within  nor- 
mal office  hours,  although  Saturday  morning  slaughter  is  usual  for 
a considerable  part  of  the  yearo 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is  not  sufficiently  large 
statistically  for  these  figures  to  have  any  .great  significance,  and 
I would  not  wish  to  draw  any  specific  conclusions  from  these <,  Liver 
fluke  accounts  for  most  of  the  cows  listed  as  diseased,  and  there  is 
no  indication  of  any  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  this  condition, 

A few  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  and  histological  examination,  and  I am  indebted 
to  Dr*  Tee  and  his  staff  for  their  ever  ready  assistance  and  advice 
in  connection  with  unusual  or  border-line  conditions  met  with  in  the 
slaughterhouse o 578  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  during  the 
year. 

Knackers  Yards o 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district  which  is  inspected 
from  time  to  time,  and  gives  no  cause  for  concern* 
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Heat  Inspection  - Statistics  1970 


Cattle 

other 

than 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Numbers  Inspected 

717 

960 

146 

1,499 

5,919 

9,241 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

V/hole  carcasses  condemned 

4 

7 

15 

4 

21 

51 

Carcasses  of  which  parts  or 
organs  condemned 

198 

508 

2 

96 

829 

1,633 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  T#B* 
or  Cysticercosis 

28.17 

53.64 

11.64 

6.70 

14.36 

18.22 

Tuberculosis  Only 

\/hole  carcasses  condemned 

. 

. 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

43 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

- 

- 

- 

0.72 

0.46 

Cysticercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned: 

8 tons 

• 2 cwts.  2 qrs 

. 5 lbs 

• 
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HOUSING 


The  housing  circumstances  of  the  District  have  been  kept  under 
constant  revie^vr  and  the  figures  shown  below  indicate  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  unfit  dwellings  repaired,  closed, 
and  demolishedo 

(1)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  6 

(2)  Number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers  29 

(3)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 
with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring 
the  execution  of  works s?  or  (b)  the  making  of  demo- 


lition or  closing  orders  14 

(4)  Number  of  informal  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  - ' 11 

(5)  Number  of  houses  which  were  remedied  fit  after  service 

of  ‘ formal-notices  5 

(6)  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  3 

(7)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  Section  1.6  (,47  of  the  Housing  Actp  1957  11 

(s)  Number  of  houses  demolished  I6 


During  the  year  a total  of  899  inspections  and  visits  were  made 
in  respect  of  duties  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  18  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  in  connection  with  housingo  4 complaints  concerning  un- 
satisfactory housing  conditions  were  received  and  dealt  witho  13 
formal  notices  and  11  informal  notices  have  been  served  under  the 
Housing  Act,  of  which  13  and  9 respectively  have  been  complied  witho 
2 informal  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  were  served  and  com- 
plied witho 

The  Council'' s house  building  programme  has  continued  with  the 
completion  of  the  20  dwelling  estate  at  Porteshamp  comprising  houses 
and  old  persons®  dwellings o Completion  of  the  old  persons®  flats 
and  bungalows  (j.2  flats,  6 bungalows  with  Warden  Service)  at  Maiden 
Newton  has  been  delayed  due  to  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  con- 
tractorso  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  finished  early  in  tij/e  new  year*. 
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6 old  persons®  dwellings  at  Dewlish  have  been  completed  during  the 
year,  and  the  erection  of  a 54  dwelling  estate  at  Chiokerell 
commenced  in  the  Springo 

The  delapidated  area  at  Sandhills,  Cattistock  has  been  largely 
tidied  up  by  the  demolition  of  three  derelict  properties,  one  by 
the  oimer  and  two  by  this  Omncll  in  default*  i^roposals  have  been 
received  in  respect  of  seven  other  unfit  properties  here  to  repair 
and  improve  them  with  the  aid  of  grants*  On  the  completion  of  tiiis 
work  a near-derelict  collection  of  dwellings  will  have  been  salvaged 
to  form  a viable  and  quite  attractive  community  of  some  nine  or  ten 
houses* 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  for  grant  applications  early  next 
year  in  respect  of  several  houses  in  Abbotsbury* 

As  a result  of  the  Improvement  Grant  provision  of  the  1969 
Act,  the  Council  increased  its  capital  estimates  for  Improvement 
Grants  from  <£20,000  to  £40,000  and  applications  had  before  the  end 
of  the  year  exceeded  the  amount  provided*  There  is  every  indication 
that  this  rate  of  Grant  applications  will  be  maintained* 

Prom  time  to  time  one  encounters  the  problem  of  the  poor  tenant, 
poor  in  every  sense  of  the  word  - ill  endowed,  unsatisfactory  and 
deserving  of  sympathy,  who  desparately  needs  to  be  rehoused  from 
his  very  unfit  dwelling,  but  who  in  spite  of  Social  Security  benefits 
cannot  afford  the  rent  of  a Parker  Morris  standard  council  house  and 
who  would  probably  maltreat  such  a dwelling  should  he  be  given  the 
tenancy*  Whilst  applauding  the  standards  of  modern  council  houses, 
these  very  standards  without  doubt  present  local  authorities  wdth 
problems  when  fulfilling  one  of  their  fundamental  duties  of  re- 
accommodating  the  ill”housedo  Perhaps  the  acquisition  of  older 
houses  which  could  be  let  at  a more  modest  rent  may  be  the  answer* 

Common  Lodging  Houses  - Public  Health  Act  1936* 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  as  defined  in  Section  255> 
within  the  Council® s district* 

LAND  CHARGES  AGTo  1925*  AS  AMENDED  BY 

TKS  LAW  OP  PROPERTY  (A14END^ISNT)  ACT.  1926 

359  searches  v/ere  received  during  the  year  for  observations 
on  properties  and  were  dealt  with* 
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M0¥EA3LB  DWBLLIHGS 

(l)  CaraYaij.  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960 

Public  Health  Act  1956  - Section  269o 

There  are  now  licensed  sites  in  the  area  for  1,368  residential, 
holiday  and  individual  caravans,  as  follows: 

Number  of  Caravans 


Site 

Touring 

Residential 

Holidav 

Gattistock 

— 

40 

Chickerell 

— 

44 

Ghickerell 

36 

— 

Chickerell 

22 

— 

Chickerell 

CK> 

95 

Chickerell 

GMD 

~ 

655 

Chickerell 

— 

4 

- 

Ghickerell 

6 

36 

— 

Fleet 

50 

— 

- 

Osmington''  ■ 

-« 

35 

Osmington 

(MB 

2 

76 

Osmington 

— 

20 

Cwermoigne 

— 

— 

35 

Ringstead 

asm 

40 

Ringstead 

ama 

30 

Warmwell 

amn 

33 

60 

V/interborne  Sto  Martin 

ama 

12 

8 

Site  for  Individual  Vans 

(4JU 

21 

8 

56 

166 

1,141 

In  addition  there  are  Certificated  Locations  of  the  Caravan  Club  of 
Lreat  Britain  and  Ireland  which  are  exempt  from  licensing  at  Winterborne 
St«  MartiUj,  West  Stafford,  Prampton,  Crossways,  and  Long  Predy* 
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In  spite  of  the  tremendous  seasonal  influx  of  touring  cara- 
vans and  tents  into  the  coastal  area  of  the  district and  the 

potentially  serious  public  health  problems  which  ensue^  there 
has  been  no  increase  during  the  year  in  the  very  inadequate  pro- 
vision made  for  these  mobile  holidaymakers o However ^ the  Council 
have  not  been  inactive  in  this  respect 9 and  as  a result  of  a Sub- 
Committee  being  formed  to  look  into  the  problems,  and  discussions 
at  officer  level  between  representatives  of  this  Council  and  the 
planning  authority 9 progress  appears  to  have  been  made  towards 
the  establishment  in  the  not  too  distant  future  of  additional 
sites  for  both  touring  caravans  and  tents® 

Surveillance  of  licensed  caravan  sites  and  both  licensed  and 
unlicensed  tented  sites  has  been  maintained  during  the  holiday 
season  as  far  as  the  staffing  position  permitted®  The  licensed 
sites  are  generally  well  managed  and  were  of  a satisfactory  stand- 
ard, but  the  unlicensed  tented  sites,  as  can  be  expected,  frequently 
gave  cause  for  eoncemo 

In  common  vxith  my  colleagues  in  coastal  areas  throughout  the 
countryp  I look  forward  to  the  introduction  of  stronger  legislation 
for  coping  with  this  annual  holiday  problem® 

The  residential  caravan  sites  in  the  district  continue  to  be 
of  a high  standard  and  to  be  well  maintained  by  their  respective 
owners r 

349  visits  and  inspections  in  respect  of  caravan  and  tented 
sites  were  made  during  the  year®  It  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
10  informal  notices 9 all  of  which  have  been  complied  with® 


It  is  pleasing  to  see  that  the  Dorset  County  Council  is  talcing 
steps  to  discharge  its  duties  under  Part  II  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
Act  1968,  which  requires  County  Councils  to  provide  adequate  sites 
for  gypsies  residing  in  or  resorting  to  their  areas®  The  necessary 
information  has  been  given  to  the  County  Council  as  far  as  this 
District  Council  is  concerned  to  assist  in  the  formulation  of  its 
plans o 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH 


62  complaints  concerning  nuisances  were  received  and  investigated 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  which  96  visits  and  inspections  were 
mades,  and  1 formal  and  24  informal  notices  servedo  The  formal  notice 
and  20  informal  notices  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Work  under  this  heading  is  always  variedj,  and  has  included  such 
matters  as  securing  improvements  to  defective  and  overflowing  drain- 
age systems p the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  from  pig-keeping 
premises  and  greyhound  kennels p the  cleansing  of  holiday  caravans 
left  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  by  outgoing  holiday-makers  and 
repairs  to  property  which  could  best  be  dealt  vjith  under  this  legis- 
lation.  The  cleansing  and  redecoration  of  sanitary  accommodation  at 
two  public  houses  and  two  village  halls  was  also  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  A difficult  problem  arising  from  drainage  from  a 
valley  farm  causing  a nuisance  in  the  roadvray  to  Sydling  St.  Nicholas 
was  overcome  by  the  provision  by  the  owners  of  an  extensive  inter- 
ception systemo 


GLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

10  visits  have  been  made  under  this  Act  during  the  year.  Complaints 
have  continued  to  be  received  from  the  Warden  Hill  area  of  Prome  St. 

Quint in  concerning  the  emission  of  fine  limestone  dust  to  the  atmos- 
phere from  an  asphalt  works  and  considerable  efforts  have  been  made 
during  the  year  to  secure  a replacement  of  the  inefficient  arresters 
at  this  plant  by  more  effective  apparatus.  I understand  that  the 
owners  are  now  looking  fully  into  the  matter  with  a view  to  deciding 
the  best  way  of  dealing  mth  the  problem. 

Two  other  matters  dealt  vdth  informally  under  Section  16  of  the 
Act  have  been  satisfactorily  resolved. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

8 complaints  concerning  excessive  noise,  requiring  a total  of  55 
visitsp  vrere  received  and  investigated  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  these  complaints  were  received  from  residents 
within  the  Weymouth  Borough  Council's  boimdary  concerning  noise  from 
dairy  premises  just  within  this  Council's  area.  Investigations  showed 
the  source  to  be  a pair  of  draught  induction  fans  at  the  base  of  the 
flue  of  a recently  installed  boiler  plant.  After  considerable  work, 
and  with  the  full  co->operation  of  the  dairy  management p and  the  assist- 
ance of  the  dairy  technical  staff,  the  noise  was  successfully  abated 
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by  fitting  larger  sized  drive  pulleys  to  the  fan  motors®  The 
pulley  sizes  were  carefully  calculated  by  the  firm's  technicians 
to  strike  the  fine  balance  necessary  to  reduce  the  fan  speed 
without  materially  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  and 
these  components  then  had  to  be  especially  made® 

Almost  all  noise  nuisances  with  which  the  Department  has 
so  far  been  concerned  have  presented  two  problems  - the  tech- 
nical ones,  and  equally  as  demanding  the  apparent  belief  of  many 
complainants  that  the  Local  Authority  is  in  a position  to  wave 
a magic  wand  and  so  promptly  end  their  discomfort.  Noise  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  distressing  by-products  of  our 
highly  mechanised  age,  and  so  immediately  deleterious  can  its 
effect  be  to  the  enjoyment  of  life  that  understandably  it  is 
often  difficult  to  persuade  aggrieved  persons  that  detailed 
investigations  into  these  matters  are  either  necessary  or  time- 
consuming,  or  that  informal  action  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
management  is  usually  the  most  satisfactory  and,  in  the  end,  the 
most  expeditious  way  of  dealing  with  their  complaints. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 


107 
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Factory  premises  registered  at  commencement  of  1970 
Premises  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year 
Premises  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year 
Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1970  108 


lo  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

I 

Occupiers  ! 
Prosecuted  | 
(5) 

i 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1^2, 
and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

1 

_ ! 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

107 

28 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

— 

— 

- 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

108 

28 



- 
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Cases  in  which  deiects  were  found 


2« 


Particulars 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were  I 

instituted  | 

} 

1 

(6)  1 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.Mo 
Inspec- 
tor 
(4) 

By  H.M* 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

Want  of  clean- 
liness  (S®l) 

1 

> 

1 

t 

* 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

1 

t 

i 

i 

1 

- 

Unreasonable  Tem- 
perature (So3) 

- 

— 

i 

1 

i 

1 

Inadequate  vent- 
ilation (So4) 

— 

— 

- 

1 

i 

i 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors 
(S<,6) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (So?) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2* 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  out -work) 

3 

- 

— 

rtso 

* Informal  notices  in  respect  of  these  were  served* 
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Outwork  (Sections  13'5  and  154) 


28  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  it  was  found 
that  the  general  standard  was  reasonably  good* 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 
Registration  and  Inspections  and  Analysis  of  Persons  E: 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  year 

< 

No  ® of 

persons 

employed 

\ 

Offices 

1 

10 

1 

31 

Retail  Shops 

- 

25 

10 

128 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

- 

2 

i 

12 

Catering  Establish- 
ments open  to  the 
Public 

1 

16 

6 

165 

Canteens 

- 

- 

aem 

era 

s 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

1 

OKB 

3 

! 

TOTALS 

2 

54 

17 

339  1 

Total  Males  106  i 

i 

Total  Females  233  | 
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Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises 

As  a result  of  inspectionsp  6 contraventions  of  the  Act  were 
founds,  asfollowss 

Inadequate  washing  facilities 
Lack  of  hot  water  supply  1 

No  thermometer  1 

No  Abstract  of  the  Act  2 

No  First  Aid  materials 
Ineffective  lighting  1 

No  facilities  for  drying  clothes  1 

Equipment  not  clean 
Paint  work  not  clean  ^ 

Insufficient  heating  appliances  “ 

Urinal  and  Wo  Co  entered  directly  » 

through  vrarehouse  _ 

Total  6 


As  a result  of  informal  notices y the  above  had  been  complied 
with  at  the  end  of  the  yearo 

One  accident  has  this  year  been  reported  to  the  Local  Authority* 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  50  of  this  Act© 


r 
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